
Solomon and 
Althea Merrick 

purchase 160-acre 
homestead 

The Merrick’s turn 
their rock-filled 
pineland into a 

successful grove  

1899 1910 

The Merrick 
family home is 
completed and 
named “Coral 

Gables” 

1920 

George Merrick 
begins building 

Coral Gables 

1925 

City of Coral 
Gables 

Incorporated 

1930 

Granada Golf 
Course and 

Granada Entrance 
completed 

Alhambra Water 
Tower & Venetian 

Pool completed 

1940 

The Biltmore 
Hotel opens 

Themed Villages 
completed 

University of 
Miami opens 

City Hall is 
dedicated 

Coral Gables Woman’s 
Club and Library 

completed 

1950 

Coral Gables 
High School 

opens 

Portion of Coral 
Way renamed 
Miracle Mile 

1960 

Douglas Entrance saved 
from demolition 

1970 

City purchases 
Merrick House  

1980 

Biltmore Hotel 
reopens  

Biltmore Hotel opens as 
Veterans Administration 

Hospital 

Ponce de 
Leon High 

School opens 

U.S. gives 
Biltmore 

Hotel to City 

City Commission adopts first 
preservation ordinance in 

Miami-Dade County 

1990 

City adopts Transfer of 
Development 

Ordinance to help 
protect remaining 
historic buildings 

Actors’ Playhouse 
moves to Miracle 

Theatre 

2000 2010 

Coral Gables Museum 
opens 

Coral Gables 
Woman’s Club 

established 

Coral Gables Chamber 
of Commerce 
established 

Coral Gables Art 
Cinema opens 

Coral Gables Community 
Foundation established 

City adopts first 
zoning code following 

Merrick’s plan 

Coral Gables 
Business 

Improvement 
District created 

Coral Garden Club 
established 

DeSoto 
Fountain 

completed  

Colonnade  
Building 

completed 

Municipal 
Building 

(Aragon Ave.) 
completed 

City adopts 
Mediterranean 

Ordinance 

Coral Gables 
Elementary 

opens 


